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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This office action is in response to the amendment filed 16 November 2006, in 
which claims 1, 2, 7, 8 were amended, claim 10 was canceled, and claim 1 1 was added. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 2, 4-9, and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.G. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Yanagibashi et al. (6,854,762). Yanagibashi et al. disclose an airbag module 
(including #26, 27) for a vehicle occupant restraining. system, the air bag module 
comprising: 

o Gas lance (for example, including #54) that can feed gas from a gas generator 

(including #26) into an airbag (including #52) 
o Housing (including #51 ) that accommodates the gas lance (can be seen in figure 5) 
o Connection extension (for example, including #39, 44) able to be connected to the 

gas generator (can be seen in figure 3) 
o Connection extension projecting so far out of the housing that it penetrates into the 

gas generator installed outside of the housing (can be seen in figures 3, 4), thereby 
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fastening the gas lance directly to the gas generator (connection extension directly 
fastens gas lance to gas generator via its connection at one end to the gas lance 
and at the other end to the gas generator) 

• Connection extension serves to supply the gas lance with compressed gas from the 
gas generator as well as mechanically attach the gas generator to the airbag module 
(can be seen in figures 1,2,6) 

• Connection extension projects so far out of the housing that it can penetrate right 
through the gas generator installed outside of the housing (it is possible for this to 
occur) 

• The gas lance is T-shaped in an area of the connection extension (for example, top 
of T is formed by clamp #55 and bottom of T is formed by #54 as it extends from #55 
and #44 in to the housing) 

• Housing is made of plastic (column 4, line 25; synthetic resin is a "plastic") 

• The gas generator is tubular (can be seen in figures 3, 4) and has a longitudinal axis 
(for example, Li or Lc, as seen in figures 3, 4) 

• Connection extension penetrates into the gas generator crosswise to the longitudinal 
axis and in a middle thereof (can be seen in figure 3) 

• Housing accommodates the airbag that surrounds the gas lance (can be seen in 
figure 5) 

• The gas lance includes an elongated tube (for example, including #54) extending 
inside the housing (top portion of #54 extends inside housing #51) 
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o The connection extension extends laterally from the elongated tube (portion #44 of 
connection extension can best be seen extending laterally from elongated tube of 
gas lance in figures 5, 6) 

In regards to the housing being configured as an extruded profile, the method of 

forming the device is not germane to the issue of patentability of the device itself. 

Therefore, this limitation has not been given patentable weight. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claim 3 is allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 16 November 2006 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

With respect to page 7, while the majority of Yanagibashi et al.'s gas lance (#54) 
is positioned outside the housing (#51), the housing still accommodates the gas lance, 
as Merriam-Webster defines the term "accommodate" to mean "to make room for; to 
hold without crowding". 

With respect to pages 7-8, Yanagibashi et al.'s connection extension (#39, 44) 
fastens the gas lance (#54) directly to the gas generator (#26) via its connection at one 
end to the gas lance and at the other end to the gas generator (as seen in figures 3, 5, 
6), in a similar manner to applicant's claimed invention, in which the connection 
extension (#36) fastens the gas lance (#22) directly to the gas generator (#40) via its 
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connection at one end to the gas lance and at the other end to the gas generator (as 
seen in figure 8). 

With respect to pages 8-9, Yanagibashi et al/s connection extension (including 
#39, 44) does mechanically attach the gas generator to the airbag module, as set forth 
in the claims. While it appears that the applicant is trying to impart more structure than 
is being claimed, this limitation only distinguishes the attachment between the 
components as being mechanical, as opposed to electrical, hydraulic, or some other 
type of connection. 

With respect to page 9, the source of compressed gas, and as amended the gas 
generator, has always been interpreted in light of applicant's specification and drawings 
as the entire gas generator unit (#40), which includes various components, such as 
combustion chambers (#42), a connection tube (#44), and other features. Similar to 
applicant's disclosure, in which the connection extension (#36) penetrates into a 
component of the gas generator unit (specifically, the connection tube), Yanagibashi et 
al. disclose the connection extension (#39, 44) penetrating into a component of the gas 
generator unit (specifically, the housing). 



Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Laura B. Freedman whose telephone number is (571) 
272-6674. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on (571) 272-6669. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Laura B Freedman 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3616 
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